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I  t is with pride that we submit our 2013-2014 Annual Report 
to our members. It is you, our members, who are responsible for the 
continued success of the program we all value. We are dedicated to 

maintaining our commitment to excellence and, as a membership organization, 
we feel it is our responsibility to make certain that the progress and financial 
aspects of OLLI are readily available. Our books are always open.

As our membership increases, so does our programming. This past year we 
offered eighteen different “Speakers Series” classes, worked with new Community 
Partners and went on two adventures…Costa Rica and canoeing down the 
Gunnison. Your enthusiastic support encourages us to venture even further into 
new and exciting areas, both in and out of the classroom.

We are extremely proud of OLLI at DU and are delighted with the comments 
we continue to hear from our members. We love hearing praise, but also want 
to make certain that you feel comfortable in relating areas that you feel can be 
improved upon.  And, also let us hear of your good ideas!

     Vonnie Wheeler, Executive Director

     OLLI at DU

Message from our Executive Director

Over the past year, I have had the pleasure to meet more new 

and continuing OLLI members, and our conversations have 

been engaging, interesting, and stimulating. While OLLI at DU 

membership continues to grow numerically, so too does the level 

of energy and enthusiasm the members demonstrate for the OLLI 

community and program offerings. The passion that the members 

demonstrate for intellectual and social engagement is a trait that 

I truly admire. I look forward to my next discussion with OLLI 

members.

Michael McGuire
Interim Dean University College at the University of Denver  

“ “
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About The Bernard Osher Foundation 

T he Bernard Osher 
Foundation, a 31-year-old 
philanthropic organization 

headquartered in San Francisco, 
supports higher education and the 
arts. Bernard Osher is founder and 
treasurer of The Foundation and 
Barbro Osher is chair.  The Foundation 
supports a growing national network 
of lifelong learning institutes for 
seasoned adults located at colleges 
and universities from Maine to Hawaii 
and Alaska. The Foundation also 
funds integrative medicine centers 
at Harvard University, the University 
of California, San Francisco, and the 
Karolinska Institute in Stockholm, 
Sweden as well as a career development awards program at NIH’s National 
Center for Complementary and Alternative Medicine. Arts grants, generally 
made to organizations in the San Francisco Bay Area and the State of Maine, 
seek to bring new and younger audiences to classical music and the performing 
arts.

In October, 2004, Barbro Osher announced that the University of Southern 
Maine would administer the National Resource Center for the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institutes. While the Foundation retains responsibility for all grant-
making operations, the National Resource Center provides opportunities 
for communication among the individual Osher Institutes, professional 
development, and other value-added activities going forward. The Center has 
launched several projects including an extranet for Osher Institute network 
participants and a website for general reference (www.osher.net).

In OLLI, I not only 

found intellectual 

stimulation but also 

filled the hole left 

from retirement—a 

new community. To 

be surrounded by 

colleagues who have 

become friends has 

been an unexpected but 

welcome bonus to this 

wonderful program, 

and I will be forever 

grateful to have landed 

in the midst of such an 

engaged, inclusive and 

fascinating group of 

people.

Kirsten Morgan

“

“
T   his past fall the Colorado History class took class members 

from all three OLLI sites on a field trip to historic Gold Hill, Colorado. 
We were greeted in the yard of the famous Gold Hill Inn by members of 

the Gold Hill Historic Society who gave an informative and amusing history of 
the area while we enjoyed a glass of wine and a glorious sunset. Then it was on 
to an extraordinary dinner in the rustic, historic inn.

OLLI at DU took our first trip to Costa Rica where we expected to marvel at 
its lush vegetation, sparkling waterfalls, exotic wildlife and to soak up all that 
wonderful, warm humidity. We expected to snorkel in crystal waters, zip line 
through sunlit canopies, hike through tropical rain forests, and luxuriate 
in welcoming hot springs. We did. We also expected to learn a lot about the 
economic and political challenges of this country, to visit its museums, coffee 
and sugar plantations, restaurants and shops, its wildlife rescue centers. And we 
did. After all, this was an OLLI trip!

Every year each of our OLLI sites hosts a “Hot Topic” luncheon for its members. 
This year our topics included: “Colorado’s Water Future: Challenges and 
Opportunities,” “Syria: Latest Developments & Key Issues” and “Fracking: What is 
it and how does it work?” Following the topic presentation, a lively question and 
answer session ensues.
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Highlights from Our Year

In an OLLI class, I can 

exercise my mind (such 

as it is) along with 

others doing the same. 

My classmates are great 

people, many of whom 

have become my friends. 

What’s not to like? 

Tom Hughes

“ “



The OLLI South Curriculum Committee 
announced its plan to begin a series of 
courses paying tribute to our grandparents’ 
experience of The Great War – World War 
I – on the hundred year anniversary of 
its beginning in Europe in 1914. They will 
offer numerous courses, at least one each 

term over the next four years, melding the expertise of our multi-specialized 
members with some aspect of the war. Courses include an unending array of 
possibilities for concentration on broad or specific aspects of society, medicine, 
environment, mental health, science/technology, politics/foreign policy, ethics/
philosophy, theology, culture/art, literature, economics, history – everything we 
already do, but with unique focus on The Great War.  

More than 400 OLLI members from all three OLLI sites participated in former 
Colorado Governor Richard Lamm’s “Hard Choices” speaker series. Governor 
Lamm, a tenured DU professor, lectured on “The Aging of America and the 
World,” “Debt and Intergeneration Equity,” “Health Care in an Aging Society,” 
“The Future of the American Community,” “Corrections and the Criminal Justice 
System,” and “Education and School Reform.”

At our annual facilitator appreciation dinner this year, nine new facilitators 
became Master Facilitators (having facilitated 15 times or more) and sixteen 
new Senior Facilitators (facilitated 10 times). This group joins the thirty other 
facilitators who have been honored in these two categories.

During the summer, OLLI West 
continued its annual Memoirs in 
the Mountains writing retreat in 
Winter Park. Participants from all 
three OLLI sites enjoyed two days 
of writing, sharing, bonding and 
laughing in the beautiful mountains 
of Colorado. This is an OLLI event 
that our members look forward to 
every year.

Highlights from Our Year (cont.) Giving Opportunities

O          LLI at DU continues to thrive through the generosity 
of The Bernard Osher Foundation, the University of Denver and our 
generous OLLI members. Each of the three OLLI sites is working 

toward self-sustainability so that they may each reach financial stability. Our 
annual appeal campaign and our fund raising events (concerts, auctions) have 
resulted in increased revenue for much needed audio visual equipment as well 
as expanded curriculum programming. We are grateful for the strong support 
our members exhibit. 

In addition to the annual appeal, the University of Denver has created a planned 
giving program for our OLLI members offering options such as gifts of stock, 
bonds, mutual funds, life insurance, bequests and retirement plan asset gifts. 
For more information about these donor opportunities and how they might 
meet specific planning needs and objectives, contact the Office of University 
Advancement at the University of Denver at 303-871-7469.
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My husband and I

recently attended an 80th

birthday party where we

expected to know very

few people. Three OLLI

members we have met

through classes were at

our table and we had a

great time together. I love

the way OLLI West has

expanded our circle of

friends!

Linda Ropes

“
“



Our OLLI Program – Where “Curiosity Never Retires!”

T      he Osher Lifelong Learning Institutes are found on the 
campuses of 117 colleges and universities from Maine to Hawaii and 
Alaska. Each provides a distinctive array of non-credit courses and 

activities specifically developed for seasoned adults aged 50 or older who are 
interested in learning for the joy of learning.

Our OLLI at the University of Denver program continues to grow steadily 
each year (see member growth chart). Joining our Central campus located at 
Central Christian Church in the heart of Denver, our West campus with funding 
from The Osher Foundation opened in 2007 at Jefferson Unitarian Church in 
Golden. In 2009, we opened our South campus at Valley View Christian Church 
in Littleton. 

Our OLLI members are a diverse group from every walk of life and profession. 
Our smaller classes encourage lively and often heated discussion on current 
events, history, science, the arts, literature, politics and nearly every subject 
matter that interests our OLLI members. Our “Speakers Series” classes, with 
presentations by experts in their field, provide the opportunity for an unlimited 
number of OLLI members from all three sites. 

As a member-led organization, each OLLI site is directed by its own OLLI 
Advisory Council (9 members) and classes are determined by a site Curriculum 
Committee. Officers of the three Advisory Councils meet together as the 
Executive Committee several times throughout the year to discuss common 
issues. All Advisory Council members from the three sites come together at the 
Annual Strategic Planning Retreat in November. 
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Nothing is more fun and 

rewarding than being in 

a room full of peers, all 

interested in the same 

subject you are.

Ruth Harthun

“ “
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Our Financial Picture
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OLLI Total                            
      revenue                       expenses

Salaries, Support 55%
$221,917

Facilitator  
Support 11%
$43,348

Rent 18%
$73,246

Postage, 
Print 8%
$33,094Office 

Supplies 6%
$22,916

Meetings,Functions,Travel 2%
$10,077

Registration Fees 79% 
$342,933Osher  

Endowment 17%
$75,332

Misc. 1%
$4,879

Donations 3%
$10,920

OLLI Central                            
      revenue                       expenses

Salaries, Support 58%
$129,286

Facilitator  
Support 11%
$25,253

Rent 16%
$35,270

Postage, Print 6%
$12,016

Office Supplies 7%
$14,918

Travel 2%
$5,197

Registration Fees 85% 
$199,298

Donations  
2%
$5,215
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OLLI West                            
      revenue                       expenses

Salaries, Support 52%
$47,318

Facilitator  
Support 10%
$9,125

Rent 17%
$15,777

Postage, 
Print 14%

$12,444
Office  
Supplies 5%
$4,189

Registration Fees 71% 
$70,980

Osher  
Endowment 21%

$21,091

Misc. 4%
$3,780

Donations  
4%
$3,530

OLLI South                           
      revenue                       expenses

Salaries, Support 49%
$45,313 Facilitator  

Support 10%
$8,970

Rent 24%
$22,199

Postage, Print 10%
$8,634Office Supplies 4%

3,809

Comp Events, 
Travel 3%

$2,882

Registration Fees 73% 
$72,655

Fiscal Year 2013-2014

Meetings, Functions, 
Travel 2%

$1,998

Osher  
Endowment 24%

$23,213

Misc. 1%
$939

Donations  
2%
$2,175

Osher Endowment 13%
$31,028

Misc. 0%
$160



Our OLLI 2013-2014 Advisory Councils

Central
Amy Davis/President 
Joan Baronberg 
Julie DeTemple 
Vicki Jones
Mimi Karsh
Anita Leitner 
Deanna Manchion 
Art Strasburger 
Max Sugar

South
Barbe Ratcliffe, President
Bob Armstrong
Ruth Harthun
Jim Hornor
Sharyn Landis
Susan Long
Tess Moore
Pat Proctor
David Williams

West
Linda Ropes, President
Jack Dais
Fran Fraser
Stan Hamilton
Frank Kaplan
Kirsten Morgan
Nancy Murray
Al White
Pat Yingst
Hank Zeile

Our Community Partners

M   any local community organizations support OLLI at DU 
through the donation of space and offering lectures and classes to 
our members. We appreciate their support:

• The Museum of Nature and Science

• Colorado Shakespeare Festival

• Denver Public Library

• Douglas County Library

• Opera Colorado

• The Colorado Symphony

• The Newman Center

• Active Minds

• Colorado Jazz Group

• History Colorado

• Cherokee Ranch and Castle Foundation

• The Denver Art Museum

My version of senior 

learning compulsion: 

When I can’t enroll 

in an OLLI course I’d 

like to take because 

of scheduling conflict, 

I go get the book or 

DVDs and do my best 

to reenact the class solo. 

It’s not the same, but it 

shows that we have now 

reached the ultimate 

status of so many good 

courses, not enough 

time.     

Mary  
Meinig

“
“
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Our Management Team

Vonnie Wheeler, Executive Director 

Vonnie was President of Wheeler and Co., Inc., a major program development firm 
for corporations, educational institutes and state offices when she co-developed the 
Lifelong Learning Institute for DU. Before forming her company she was Vice Presi-
dent of First National Bank of Denver (now, Wells Fargo) where she directed the 
bank’s Corporate Foundation and was Directing Officer of the Community Affairs 
Department. 

Michelle Runyon, OLLI Central Manager 
Michelle has been a Facilities Director, Event Manager and Human Resource Direc-
tor, for the past 20 years beginning in Arizona and continuing in Colorado since her 
move here in 2000. During this past year Michelle has been very excited about team-
ing up with the staff at DU in serving as the OLLI Central Manager.

Debbie Loftin, Office Manager
Debbie is a third-generation Denver native. She has been with OLLI since May of 
2013 and is thrilled to be a part of this wonderful organization. Before joining OLLI 
Debbie worked for a bar exam preparation company for 15 years.      

Jennifer Fortenberry, OLLI South Manager 
Jenny Fortenberry has been involved in education for many years. She has a BS in 
Elementary Education and a MA in Counseling as well as Administration and Super-
vision. Getting involved in Lifelong Learning was a natural progression for her.  It’s 
the best job ever for an educator; all of our students want to learn, all of our facilitators 
are volunteers, and I don’t have to deal with parents. It’s an educator’s dream job! 

Karen Thorne, OLLI West Manager 
Karen has over 30 years experience in private and non-profit management, develop-
ment, marketing and community relations. Highlights of her career include being 
director of community relations for an AMEX-listed oil/gas company and execu-
tive director for two Colorado foundations – the Lake Dillon Foundation for the a  
Performing Arts and the Douglas County Educational Foundation. She has also 
worked as a consultant to numerous organizations to develop strategic plans, mar-
keting plans and development campaigns.   

OLLI is a place where 

the mind and the heart 

can meet and exist in 

delightful harmony!    

Barbe  
Ratcliffe

“ “
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OLLI South 

Valley View Christian Church

11004 Wildfield Lane
Littleton, CO

(720) 339-1379

OLLI West 

Jefferson Unitarian Church

14350 West 32nd Avenue
Golden, CO

(303) 717-4299

Central Christian Church

3690 Cherry Creek Drive South
Denver, CO

(303) 871-3090

Harvest Chapel

3651 S Colorado Boulevard
Englewood, CO
(303) 871-3090

Ruffatto Hall, DU

1999 East Evans Avenue
Denver, CO

(303) 871-3090

OLLI Central  


