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I  t is with pride that we submit our 2015-2016 Annual Report 
to our members. It is you, our members, who are responsible for the 
continued success of the program we all value.  We are dedicated to 

maintaining our commitment to excellence and, as a membership organization, 
we feel it is our responsibility to make certain that the progress and financial 
aspects of OLLI are readily available. Our books are always open.

As our membership increases, so does our programming. This past year we 
offered 368 classes to our 2786 unduplicated members at our three sites. Our 
WELLaware program has dozens of people walking and hiking each week.  Our 
WorldView program featured Russia this year with numerous classes being held 
each term.  We welcomed our first “Visiting Scholar” from Russia who facilitated 
a six week class with four fully enrolled classes each week. The WorldView finale 
was a trip to St. Petersburg this summer.  

Your enthusiastic support encourages us to venture even further into new and 
exciting areas, both in and out of the classroom. From a geological canoe trip 
down the Gunnison to class trips to the World War II Museum in Kansas City 
and an art focused trip to Santa Fe.

We are extremely proud of OLLI at DU and are delighted with the comments 
we continue to hear from our members. We love hearing praise, but also want 
to make certain that you feel comfortable in relating areas that you feel can be 
improved upon.  And, also please let us hear of your good ideas!

As I retire I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for 21 years of 
friendship and the opportunity to explore and turn awesome possibilities into 
reality. It’s been an incredible journey.  Thank you. 

     Vonnie Wheeler, Executive Director

     OLLI at DU

Message from our Executive Director

The OLLI at DU community is stronger than ever. This is particularly 
remarkable considering the continuing growth in membership. As we continue 
to attract intellectually engaged and curious adults we have seen our capacity 
and willingness to collaborate between sites increase as well. 

After twenty fantastic years Vonnie Wheeler will be stepping away from 
her official leadership role as Executive Director of OLLI. However, she will 
continue be a valuable member of the OLLI and DU communities. Vonnie’s 
continued partnership in the coming years will be a valuable asset to us all. 
Thank you, Vonnie, for all that you have done to create and foster the OLLI 
community for the past two decades.

Michael McGuire
Dean University College at the University of Denver  

“ “
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Vonnie Wheeler



OLLI West hosted the annual Memoirs in the 
Mountains held in August, 2015 at Winter 
Park, Colorado. OLLI members – from all 
walks of life – with different upbringings and 
careers – all coming together to explore how 
they could actually begin, continue or finish 
their memoirs.  Sharing their writing each 
day was one of the highlights – some shared 
a memory that had suddenly surfaced; some 
shared remembrances so close to the heart 
that tears flowed. 

At OLLI South, membership continued to grow 
at a staggering 21% over the previous year. 
With this growth came many challenges as 
well as many opportunities.  Challenges came 
in the form of an increased need for volunteers required to accommodate this 
expanding growth rate. Opportunities came in the form of eager new members 
who stepped up along with the experienced members and became facilitators, 
served on the Curriculum Committee and Advisory Council and became 
Classroom Assistants and other support roles needed to run OLLI South.  It 
truly takes a “whole village” to run an effective OLLI program!

In addition, OLLI South offered another travel opportunity for its members.  
Abe Grinberg, who facilitated several classes on Mexican art and history and was 
a native of Mexico City, organized a class trip for 29 OLLI members to Mexico 
City. There, members were exposed to museums, monuments, the ballet, and 
other sites of Mexico City.  Of course no trip to Mexico would be complete 
without tasting an assortment of traditional Mexican food and drink!  A buen 
tiempo was had by all!

At all three sites combined, we 
offered our OLLI members 
368 varied and stimulating 
classes that were presented 
by 419 volunteer facilitators.  
Additionally, we welcomed 
709 new members to our 
OLLI family during the 2015-
2016 year.
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Highlights from Our Year

T his year OLLI at the University of Denver proudly celebrated its 
20th Anniversary and also welcomed a new Chancellor to the University, 
Rebecca Chopp. Dr. Chopp was formerly president of Swarthmore 

College and before Swarthmore; she was president of Colgate University. To 
celebrate the OLLI at DU 20th Anniversary, Chancellor Chopp addressed OLLI 
members at a luncheon on October 16. 

Our incredible founding Executive Director, Vonnie Wheeler, announced 
her resignation after 20 years leading the OLLI at DU program.  With less 
than 100 members the first year, Vonnie has guided the program to a record 
5,240 members this year – an amazing accomplishment. Vonnie is a unique 
and rare individual with 
commitment, drive and passion 
– her infectious enthusiasm, 
curiosity, unbridled creativity 
and vision will be sorely missed 
by all our OLLI members. 
Vonnie leaves a thriving and 
dynamic OLLI program whose 
members will miss her. 

Responding to our members’ interest in 
internationally focused classes, we created 
WorldView, a new OLLI program. Each 
year, our program will focus on a different 
country providing classes and activities 

throughout the academic year. This year’s focus was on 
Russia with visiting scholar, Ljuba Kaverina presenting classes 

entitled “Russian History 
as seen through the Eyes 
of Four Generations of 
Women.”  Ljuba delighted 
OLLI members with her 
friendliness and frank 
discussion of life in the 
former Soviet Union. 
OLLI members hosted her in their homes 
and included her in various community 
events.  Culminating the focus on Russia, a 
custom designed trip to St. Petersburg for 
our OLLI members took place in July, 2016.
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“OLLI lets me explore 

topics that I might not 

otherwise have thought 

to study. The classes let 

me expand my mind in a 

concise, non-threatening 

and fun environment.  

Mary  
Anderson  

“
Chancellor Chop

Ljuba Kaverina

St. Petersburg, Russia trip
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Our OLLI Program – Where “Curiosity Never Retires!”

O     ur OLLI program is sustained by our committed volunteers – most 
importantly our Curriculum Committees, Advisory Councils and 
dedicated volunteer Facilitators. Our Facilitators offer their time, 

expertise and passion by volunteering to present classes that continue to 
stimulate our intellect. The program is enhanced by our OLLI members who 
share their desire to explore, stay intellectually active and engaged in life.

Each year we marvel at the breadth and variety of classes offered at our three 
OLLI sites. Members enjoy topics such as Mysteries of the Universe to Yoga for 
Health and everything in between. Many members travel between the three sites 
in one day taking advantage of whatever most suits their interests. Distance 
disappears and friendships form easily when people are in the company of like-
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minded individuals who wish to learn – just for the joy of it.In class and during 
coffee breaks, OLLI members find that conversation is lively and flows easily. In 
a short time, no one is a stranger at OLLI.  Our OLLI program is as stimulating 
intellectually as it is socially.

We supplement or regular classes with hands-on workshops such as watercolor 
painting and seminars on topics such as cyber security.  It seems that in any 
given semester, we have more offerings that a mind can grasp.

To keep our members engaged during the summer months, our Summer 
Seminar series brings members from all three sites together to listen to experts 
discuss current topics of importance.  Some of those included Putin: The Man, 
The Real Monuments Men and Women and A Hundred Years of General Relativity.
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As a participant in 

several classes over 

the years, I admire 

the knowledge and 

dedication of other 

students and facilitators 

– and as a facilitator, I 

have learned much about 

subjects I barely knew 

anything about.

Peter Lohaus 

“ “
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Our Financial Picture
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OLLI Total                            
      revenue                       expenses

Salaries, Support 51%
$279,662

Facilitator  
Support 14%
$78,870

Rent 20%
$107,247

Postage, 
Print 9%
$47,229Office 

Supplies 4%
$21,443

Meetings,Functions,Travel 2%
$11,891

Registration, Misc 76% 
$429,862Osher  

Endowment 20%
$116,000

Donations 4%
$20,630

OLLI Central                            
      revenue                       expenses

Salaries, Support 53%
$153,911

Facilitator  
Support 14%
$42,114

Rent 19%
$54,384

Postage, Print 9%
$26,946

Office Supplies 4%
$12,235

Travel 1%
$3,672

Registration, Misc 74% 
$235,935

Donations  
6%
$18,066

Osher Endowment 20%
$66,000
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OLLI West                            
      revenue                       expenses

Salaries, Support 56%
$71,586 Facilitator  

Support 14%
$17,780

Rent 15%
$19,542

Postage, 
Print 9%
$11,475Office  

Supplies 3%
$4,180

Registration, Misc 77% 
$85,589

Osher  
Endowment 23%

$25,000

OLLI South                           
      revenue                       expenses

Salaries, Support 43%
$54,165 Facilitator  

Support 15%
$18,976

Rent 27%
$33,321

Postage, Print 7%
$8,808Office Supplies 4%

$5,018

Comp Events, 
Travel 4%

$4,407

Registration, Misc 80% 
$108,338

Fiscal Year 2015-2016

Meetings, Functions, 
Travel 3%

$3,812

Osher Endowment 18%
$25,000

Donations 2%
$2,945



About The Bernard Osher Foundation 

T he Bernard Osher Foundation is a 37-year-old philanthropic 
organization headquartered in San Francisco supporting higher 
education and the arts. The Foundation serves a national network of 

lifelong learning programs for seasoned adults, the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institutes (OLLI), which currently operates on the campuses of 119 institutions 
of higher education from Maine to Alaska and Hawaii. OLLI at the University of 
Denver first received financial support from the Osher Foundation in 2007. We 
continue to be grateful for their commitment to our program. 

Bernard Osher, Founder and Treasurer
Bernard Osher, a patron of education and the arts, started The Bernard Osher 
Foundation in 1977. A native of Biddeford, Maine and a graduate of Bowdoin 
College, Osher has pursued a successful career in business, beginning with the 
management of his family’s hardware and plumbing supplies store in Maine 
and continuing with work at Oppenheimer & Company in New York before 
moving to California. There he became a founding director of World Savings, 
the second largest savings institution in the United States when it was purchased 
by the Wachovia Corporation in 2006. A collector of American paintings of the 
mid-19th to the mid-20th centuries, Osher purchased the fine art auction house 
of Butterfield & Butterfield in 1970 and oversaw its growth to become the fourth 
largest auction house in the world. In 1999, he sold the company to eBay. Bernard 
Osher has been affiliated with a number of philanthropic and non-profit boards 
and currently serves as vice-chair of the American Himalayan Foundation. He 
is the recipient of numerous honorary degrees and is a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences (Class of 2009). 

Barbro Osher, Chairman of the Board
Barbro Osher chairs The Bernard Osher Foundation and is president of The 
Barbro Osher Pro Suecia Foundation. The Pro Suecia Foundation supports 
Swedish-related cultural and educational projects in North America and Sweden. 
Among the Foundation’s grantees are several American universities, including 
the University of California (Berkeley), Gustavus Adolphus University, the 
University of Texas at Austin, and the University of Washington, whose programs 
advance understanding of Swedish culture and tradition both in Sweden and in 
America. She is the founder of the Swedish Women’s Educational Association 
(SWEA) chapter in San Francisco and was president of Positive Sweden/North 
America, an organization furthering the image of Sweden through educational 
activities in the United States. She serves on the boards of the University of 
California (Berkeley) Foundation, the American-Scandinavian Foundation, and 
the Nobel Museum in Stockholm.
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Giving Opportunities

E               ach of our OLLI sites has a volunteer financial liaison 
representative on their Advisory Council plus we have a volunteer 
OLLI/DU Budget & Financial Liaison who represents OLLI as the 

overall financial contact with the University of Denver financial department.  
It is the goal of all three sites to become financially secure by growing their 
membership, monitoring expenses and encouraging members to contribute 
to an annual appeal campaign.

In addition to the annual appeal, the University of Denver has created a planned 
giving program for our OLLI members offering options such as gifts of stock, 
bonds, mutual funds, life insurance, bequests and retirement plan asset gifts. 
For more information about these donor opportunities and how they might 
meet specific planning needs and objectives, contact the Office of University 
Advancement at the University of Denver at 303-871-7469.

OLLI allows me to 

immerse myself in a 

college setting again, 

but this time I’m able 

to choose any classes 

I please, and dare 

to attempt difficult 

subjects I’m curious 

about without the 

pressure of exams! 

Because of OLLI, 

(and like my Physics 

facilitator taught 

me), my universe is 

expanding!     

Pamela  
Spencer 

“
“
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Our Community Partners

W    e collaborate with many local organizations to enhance 
our programming for our members.  These organizations offer 
space, lectures and classes and include:

 •  Active Minds

 •  Cherokee Ranch and Castle Foundation

 •  Colorado Shakespeare Festival

 •  Colorado Jazz Group

 •  Colorado Heritage Center

 •  Denver Public Library

 •  Douglas County Library

 •  Opera Colorado

 •  The Newman Center

 •  The Colorado Symphony

 •  The Denver Art Museum

 •  The Denver Center for the Performing Arts

 •  The Museum of Nature and Science
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Our Management Team

Vonnie Wheeler, Executive Director 
Vonnie was President of Wheeler and Co., Inc., a major program development firm for corporations, educational 
institutes and state offices when she co-developed the Lifelong Learning Institute for DU. Before forming her 
company she was Vice President of First National Bank of Denver (now, Wells Fargo) where she directed the bank’s 
Corporate Foundation and was Directing Officer of the Community Affairs Department.

Paul Simon, OLLI Central Manager 
Paul’s more than 35 years’ experience in the news and online content industries in California, Nebraska and Colorado 
has included 11 years as an Associated Bureau Chief and four years as an editor at the Denver Post. His term as 
governor of the Colorado-Wyoming Optimist District runs Oct. 1, 2016-Sept. 30, 2017 and he served five years as 
volunteer chair of the Optimist Brain Bowl, coordinating hundreds of volunteers annually. He holds a MA in mass 
communication and a BS in journalism.

Darcy VanWagner, OLLI Central Operations Manager
Darcey has 18 years’ experience in the financial industry.  She has managed different operations and customer ser-
vices departments.  She has also been involved in public education and on the board of the local school.  She is glad 
to be part of OLLI and has enjoyed meeting a diverse group of people all eager to continue to learn and give their 
time.     

Debbie Loftin, Office Manager
Debbie is a third-generation Denver native. She has been with OLLI since May of 2013 and is thrilled to be a part of 
this wonderful organization. Before joining OLLI Debbie worked for a bar exam preparation company for 15 years.     

Jennifer Fortenberry, OLLI South Manager 
Jenny Fortenberry has been involved in education for many years. She has a BS in Elementary Education and a 
MA in Counseling as well as Administration and Supervision. Getting involved in Lifelong Learning was a natural 
progression for her.  It’s the best job ever for an educator; all of our students want to learn, all of our facilitators are 
volunteers, and I don’t have to deal with parents. It’s an educator’s dream job! 

Susan Schmetzer, OLLI West Manager 
Prior to coming to OLLI in January 2016, Susan had a rewarding 32-year career with the federal government.  She 
worked the majority of those years for two agencies--the Department of Labor and the Department of Veterans 
Affairs. Highlights of her career with the VA included managing an organization of 800+ staff to support benefit 
programs for veterans and their dependents; and also having the opportunity to work collaboratively within the 
VA and with other organizations to implement new benefit programs and processes. Since retiring from the federal 
government, she has become involved in volunteer activities with the League of Women Voters.
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Our OLLI 2015-2016 Advisory Councils

I loved teaching high 

school and middle 

school students. Those 

were challenging but 

rewarding years. But, 

now I am delighted to 

be an OLLI facilitator. 

OLLI West students 

are enthusiastic, listen 

carefully and they  

don’t text their friends 

during class!     

Mamie  
Thompson 

“

“
Bob Armstrong, OLLI/DU Budget & Financial Liaison

Central
Anita Leitner, President
Tom Bieging
Nancy Cain, Curriculum Committee Chair
Julie DeTemple
Barbara Lilly
Pam Murdock
Sandy Nearpass
Bonnie Payne
At Strasburger
Dick Reinish
  
South
Jim Hornor, President 
Shirley Bartlett
Kay Bowman
Ruth Harthun
Faye Hastings
Pat Proctor 
Barbe Ratcliffe, Curriculum Committee Chair
Gayla Solomon
Florence Welch
 
West
Jack Dais, President
Fran Fraser
Tom Hughes
Peter Lohaus
Mary Meinig,  
   Curriculum Committee Chair
Nick Muller
Nancy Murray
Linda Ropes
Joan Sample
Mamie Thompson
Al White



OLLI South 

Valley View Christian Church

11004 Wildfield Lane
Littleton, CO

(720) 339-1379

Central Christian Church

3690 Cherry Creek Drive South
Denver, CO

(303) 871-3090

Harvest Chapel

3651 S Colorado Boulevard
Englewood, CO
(303) 871-3090

Ruffatto Hall, DU

1999 East Evans Avenue
Denver, CO

(303) 871-3090

OLLI Central  

Jefferson Unitarian  
Church

14350 West 32nd Avenue
Golden, CO

(303) 503-3992

Shepherd of the Hills  
Presbyterian Church

11500 West 20th Avenue
Lakewood, CO 80215

(303) 503-3992

OLLI West  


