
 
 

 

 
Certificate  – Professional Creative Writing FAQ   
 
Below you’ll find a list of frequently asked questions related to the transition to the Professional Writing 
Certificate options. Please continue to refer back to this page for the most up-to-date information as we 
work through the process of transitioning degree titles.  

Q. Who should I speak to if I still have questions? 
A: Academic advisor Chris Heriza (chris.heriza@du.edu; 303-871-2291; 800-347-2042) can answer 
questions not addressed in this document.  
 
Q: I am currently in the graduate Creative Writing certificate program. Can I update to one of the new 
certificate options: Professional Fiction Writing, Professional Dramatic Writing, Professional Creative 

Nonfiction Writing, or Professional Poetry Writing? A: Most likely. University College will make every 
effort to assist students who wish to update to one of the new certificate title options.  IMPORTANT 
NOTICE:  Federal financial aid has not yet been approved for the new certificates.   

 
Q: When is the deadline to change to one of the new certificates offered in the Professional Creative 
Writing program and how do I do that? 
A: Students who want to change to one of the new certificate options may do so by submitting the 
Certificate Change Confirmation form for Professional Creative Writing which is available on the 
University College tab in PioneerWeb. The deadline to submit the form is April 14, 2017. Please note: An 
earlier deadline applies to students in certificate graduation review (February 28, 2017). 
 
Q: Do I have to change to one of the new certificate options? 
A: Students admitted prior to summer quarter 2017 do not have to change to one of the new certificate 
options, but University College is requiring that every active certificate student in the Creative Writing 
certificate program complete and submit the Certificate Change Confirmation form, which is located on 
the University College tab in PioneerWeb. This is to ensure that all students are aware of the changes 
and the choice made by each student is accurately recorded in the student record system with the 
certificate title of their choice. 
 
Q: I want to stay with my original certificate title. Is there anything I need to do? 
A: Yes. All students must complete the Certificate Change Confirmation for Creative Writing form by 
April 14, 2017 indicating whether they wish to remain with the current certificate title or change to a 
new title. 
 
Q: I want to stay with my original certificate title. Are there any course changes to my current certificate 
program? 
A: Yes. University College has developed several new courses and made changes to some current 
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courses. Beginning summer quarter 2017, all Creative Writing courses will have the subject code of 
PWRI.  Please reference the Course CrossWalk, located on PioneerWeb in the University College 
Resources tab. Speak to your academic advisor to discuss possible course changes to your current 
certificate program and to receive an updated certificate plan. 
 
Q: I would like to change to one of the new certificate options. Will I have to complete additional 
courses? 
A: Probably not. Most students will be able to use all of their previously taken courses to meet new 
certificate requirements; however, a change in a certificate may require additional coursework. Speak to 
your academic advisor. 
 
Q: I plan to use federal financial aid. Is the Professional Creative Writing certificate options aid eligible? 
A: Not at this time. The University of Denver is in the process of requesting Department of Education 
approval for the Professional Creative Writing certificates Final approval may take up to 12 months, 
during which time certificate students are not eligible for federal financial aid. Please check with your 
academic advisor for an update.  
 
Q: What if I miss the April 14, 2017 deadline; can I still change to a new certificate? 
A: Most likely. University College will make every effort to assist students who wish to change to a new 
certificate, but meeting the April 14, 2017 deadline will ensure timely processing. 
 
Q: May I change to a new certificate and graduate in the same term? 
A: No. University College will not be able to update a student’s certificate for the same term in which the 
student intends to graduate. There is an exception: winter and spring quarter 2017 certificate 
graduation candidates are eligible to receive the new certificate title in winter or spring as scheduled, 
provided all certificate requirements have been met and the Certificate Change Confirmation form is 
received by February 28, 2017. 
 
Q: How do I determine if additional courses are required to change to one of the new certificates? 
A: We recommend that you email or make an appointment to speak with your advisor, Chris Heriza 
(chris.heriza@du.edu) to determine if additional courses are needed to meet new certificate 
requirements. 
 
Q: If I need an additional course to meet the new certificate requirements, am I responsible for the 
tuition? 
A: Yes. Full tuition is required for every course in which academic credit is earned. However, previously 
required courses may be used as substitutes for new requirements. 
 
Q: I plan to pursue a degree in the Master of Arts in Professional Creative Writing program. Will the 
courses completed as part of my certificate meet MA requirements? 
A: That’s our goal. University College will make every effort to incorporate certificate courses into the 
Master of Arts in Professional Creative Writing degree. Speak to your advisor about your plans right 
away. 
 
Q: I’ve already graduated from the certificate program but would like to change my certificate title. Is 
this possible? 
A: No. Once a certificate has been conferred it cannot be changed. 
 



Q: When will I be notified if my request to change to one of the new certificates has been approved? 
A: Upon receipt of the Certificate Change Confirmation form your academic advisor will issue an 
updated certificate plan. At this time, your certificate title will be officially changed in the student record 
system. This process may take 4-6 weeks. Students will be able to view changes to their certificate title 
in PioneerWeb. 
 
Q: If I change to one of the new certificates can I switch back to my original certificate title? 
A: No. Once your certificate has been changed, it cannot be reversed. 
 
Q: I’m a veteran, are there any additional forms I need to fill out if I wish to change to a new certificate 
title? 
A: No. The only form you need to complete is the Certificate Change Confirmation form. 
 
Q: I’m an international student. Are there any policies I need to consider that may impact my visa 
status? 
A: Possibly. Please speak to your academic advisor. 
 

Please check back for updates. Last updated February 22, 2017. 
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